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CTB/MSH in Afghanistan has assisted the National TB Program (NTP) in implementing an Urban 
directly observed treatment, short-course (DOTS) approach in Kabul city, since 2009. Before 2009, 
private health facilities were not engaged to provide TB services. TB indicators were poor ― TB case 
detection rate was 37%. To address these challenges, CTB/MSH projects assisted NTP to engage 
private health sector in TB service delivery. This assessment aims to evaluate the contribution of 
private health facilities in TB case finding in Kabul city. 
 
Methods  
In 2010, a baseline assessment was conducted, a memorandum of understanding with the private 
sector was signed, and medical staffs were trained in TB case management and TB recording and 
reporting formats. Supervision, monitoring, and feedback were provided to private clinics. NTP and 
CTB technical teams then reviewed and analyzed the TB surveillance data from 2010-2017 using 
standardized NTP recording and reporting tools. 
  
Results  
In 2010, six private health facilities were engaged in TB. The number of all forms TB cases notified 
were 2,738 TB cases in Kabul city. Of them, 133 (5%) were diagnosed by the private sector and 30 
(22.5%) were bacteriologically-confirmed (BC) TB cases that treated by the private sector. In 2017, of 
6,702 total TB cases diagnosed in the Kabul province, the private sector notified 985 (14.7%), of 
which 239 (24.3%) were BC TB cases. In seven years, Kabul urban DOTS notified 35,650 TB cases of 
all forms, and private hospitals contributed 3,576 (10%) of these.   
 
Conclusion 
Engaging private hospitals in TB control activities increased notification of TB cases in Kabul. We 
recommend applying this practice in other private hospitals and involving them in TB activities. 
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Introduction 
Provision of Emergency Obstetric Care (EmOC) reduces maternal mortality and should include three 
components: Basic EmOC offered at primary care level, Comprehensive EmOC (CEmONC) at 
secondary level and a good referral system in-between. In a conflict-affected province of 
Afghanistan (Khost), we assessed the performance of an MSF run CEmONC hospital without a 
primary care and referral system. Performance was assessed in terms of hospital utilisation for 
obstetric emergencies and quality of obstetric care. 
 
Methods 
A cross-sectional study using routine programme data (2013-2014). 
 
Results 
Of 29,876 admissions, 99% were self-referred, 0.4% referred by traditional birth attendants and 
0.3% by health facilities. Geographic origins involved clustering around the hospital vicinity and the 
provincial road axis. While there was a steady increase in hospital caseload, the number and 
proportion of women with Direct Obstetric Complications (DOC) progressively dropped from 21% to 
8% over two years. Admissions for normal deliveries steadily increased. In-hospital maternal deaths 
were 0.03%, neonatal deaths 0.9% and DOC case-fatality rate 0.2% (all within acceptable limits).  
 
Conclusion 
Despite a high and steadily increasing caseload, good quality Comprehensive EmOC could be offered 
in a conflict-affected setting in rural Afghanistan. However, the primary emergency role of the 
hospital is challenged by diversion of resources to normal deliveries that should happen at primary 
level. Strengthening Basic EMOC facilities and establishing an efficient referral system are essential 
to improve access for emergency cases and increase the potential impact on maternal mortality.  
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Methods  

This was a community based cross-sectional study conducted from March- June 2014.  
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Conclusion 

The risk factors for anemia among children included younger age, not being vaccinated, and mothers 

with higher number of alive children, while living in neighborhoods with availability of food and fruit 

markets was protective against anemia.  
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Introduction  

To explore existing nutritional/food practices carried out by pregnant women of Peri-urban settings 

of Karachi during antenatal period.  

To assess predictors of anemia based on four indicators 1) Socioeconomic condition, 2) dietary and 

health behaviors, 3) knowledge attitudes and beliefs and 4) medical and obstetric history.  
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